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PRESIDENT’S REPORT FROM  AGM 31 JULY  2015 
‘We often take for granted the very things that 
most deserve our gratitude.’  Cynthia Ozick 
 Since the founding of HAGAS 50 years ago, the aim 
has been to provide a safe, friendly and supportive space 
for members to share skills and practice their art, and to 
offer quality low-cost tuition. We can only meet this goal 
with the extraordinary help of volunteers who give their 
time to ensure our doors remain open and our comfort and 
safety is seen to. 
 Whether we attend a class, the odd workshop, use 
the studios and facilities to work in informal groups or 
alone, we all benefit from the facilities, information and 
community provided by HAGAS. 
 The last 12 months have flown by – with the 
committee kept busy administering and overseeing class 
schedules, general maintenance details and coming to 
grips with the digitising of our records and financial 
transactions. Painting classes are still in great demand, the 
children’s classes have long waiting lists, and the ceramics 
and glass studio is being well utilised. Our membership is 
higher than it has been for some time with ceramics and 
glass classes reinstated. 
 I am aware that some members have been unsettled 
by changes brought about in the functioning of HAGAS. 
However, it must be remembered that the club (and its 
priorities) are determined by the current committee.  We all 
need to remember that we have a shared space, 
constructive comments are welcome, and respect and 
courtesy are required to create the kind of atmosphere of 
which we would all like to be a part. Becoming a committee 
member (or offering to assist in other ways) is the most 
effective way to contribute to the well-being of the club. 
 My heartfelt thanks go to: 
Bernadette Woodward  who, (although not a potter!) along 
with Sunshine March and Karen Smith has revitalised the 
ceramics/glass studio and instigated new class and 
workshop schedules. Our facilities are quite unique and it 
is great to see the lovely work coming from their use. Jean 
Muir  for her tireless work enrolling new painting members 
and promoting the friendly and inclusive nature of our club. 
The fact that she does all this without a mobile phone or 
computer is even more impressive!  Anne Wheaton  for 
taking on the role as treasurer and helping our transition to 
the digital age! On-line payments of fees and accounts as 
well as traditional methods have meant complicated record 
keeping arrangements. 
 Thanks also to our regular class tutors and 
occasional workshop tutors who generously share their 
knowledge and skills with others.  Last but certainly not 
least, thanks go to HAGAS committee members  

(especially our secretary Jan Poynter  and newsletter 
editor Lydia Jaworski ) who give their time to attend 
meetings, collect mail, arrange appointments for 
maintenance work, and assist with promotion, news-
letters and functions such as the annual exhibition. 
Many members work behind the scenes to keep us 
afloat, and we are lucky to be supported by such 
dedicated and generous individuals. 
 Finally, I urge all members to get involved in the 
end of year exhibition event to mark our 50th Anniver-
sary. Let’s make it an occasion to honour the 
thousands of volunteer hours it has taken to get us 
here!!                                                                                                             

 Alison Harvey, President  
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Student Victoria Rolinski and tutor Boris Franco reunited 

Around 45 members came out on a cold night to our 
AGM and had the pleasure of seeing an excellent 
painting demonstration by award-winning Henley 
Beach artist Victoria Rolinski.  

Victoria Rolinski was born in Adelaide and grew up at 
Henley Beach where she still resides today overlook-
ing the beautiful local coastline. Victoria was a HAGAS 
student in 1970’s, and one of her tutors was Boris 
Franco. She has an inherent love of our great Austra-
lian landscape that can be seen in her impressionistic 
paintings. She relishes painting the sand dunes along 
the coastline of our great state and has empathy with 
coastal protection and conservation of the dunes.  

We were all enthralled at Victoria’s ease and speed of 
painting, you could tell that she knew her subject inti-
mately. It was a joy to watch the canvas come to life in 
front of our eyes. 
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Unique Partnership with Henley Square Pavilion 
The HAGAS exhibition at Henley Pavilion has attracted quite a bit of interest – with sales of paintings, 
photographs and glass jewellery. We have also had a few enquiries about classes as a result. 
Congratulations to Chris Fraser, Coral Strempel, Anna Fear, Monique Woolman, Jan Poynter, Anne Wheaton 
and Karen Smith who made sales, and thank you to Neil Griffin, Bernadette Woodward, John Bahnisch and 
Anne Wheaton who assisted with hanging the display. 

We currently have regular 5 painting tutors – each taking   
8 week sessions. 

These tutors are members who share their knowledge, 
experience and ideas with other members wishing to learn 
and/or improve their painting skills. Many more of you 
have these skills and experience to share … so we are 
seeking to build a register of members willing to either take 
a class regularly or at the very least, offer to be on standby 
if one of our regular tutors is taken ill or needs a holiday! 

Often, all that is required for students is a ‘fresh eye’ to 
help see what a painting needs, or simple technical help 
with different mediums. If you would like to register, or 
maybe even come along to a class to watch how the tutors 
assist, please let me know. It would certainly take the 
pressure off our regular tutors if they knew they could call 
on someone to cover for them if the need arose. 

Alison phone 0408 089 417. 
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Delicate pots, hearty pots, decorated vessels, 
spoons, large-scale sculptures, decorated plates, 
jewellery, small scale sculptures and mugs are just 
some of the many and varied objects made by 
HAGAS members in the pottery studio this year.  
 

I’m always amazed at the variety that comes out of 
a shared studio – especially from classes where 
people run with the demonstrated techniques in 
such different ways. I’m very proud to have 
presented work from current students in shop 

windows along 
Henley Beach 
Road as part of 
the HAGAS 
SALA display. 
We had a new 
member join and 
attend this term’s 
wheel throwing 
class after seeing 
the colourful 
display.  
 

Our Open Studio 
sessions are 
lively mornings of 
shared creating 

 Ceramic Studio News  
from Sunshine and Sarah-Jane 

Newsletter Editor:       Lydia Jaworski         phone: 8294 7726 or 0412 688 346      email:   lydia@picknowl.com.au 
Contributions to newsletter encouraged … an artistic tale or even a joke … prefer email (or put in my pigeon hole)  

‘Painting is easy when you don’t know how, but very  difficult when you do.’     Edgar Degas 

With an early start we made good time in reaching our 
first destination Taero Estate. We were made very 
welcome by the established artist Miranda Lloyd. Her 
work was truly inspiring and she was also kind in 
gifting everyone with one of her children’s books. We 
then were quite ready for morning tea and thoroughly 
enjoyed our lavender scones and coffee on the 
Lavender Farm.  
 

With the sun beaming, we couldn’t have asked for 
better weather. The day went on to enjoy a further 
eight visits viewing some very good, some not so good 
and some very weird. But our last stop at Seppeltsfield 
Jam factory, had the buzzing crowds, music and food. 
There was a gorgeous display of very beautiful 
ceramics, glass, wood works, jewellery, hand made 
knives and millinery. We then finished off with cheese 
and greens in the garden before heading home.  
 

Thanks to Grant’s Coachlines and Mick our driver  
who was most accommodating and patient. Also to  
the beautiful group that made this a wonderful day 
with me. 
                                                                   Luisa Silvi 

2015 Barossa Tour 

and classes are producing some great work and 
lots of enjoyment for class members (and Tutor!).  
 

I’m very excited to have Sarah Jane take on the 
role of Pottery Director and a big “Hooray!” from 
me for the work put in by Bernadette over the last 
year. It’s been rewarding working together to 
revitalise the pottery side of HAGAS. 
 
I also displayed some of my own work for SALA to 
show members and the public what I’m currently 
producing. A series of mugs for Stirling’s “Milan 
Rouge” saw me making cups with handles – the 
first in 10 years! I also create plates, platters, cups 
and jewellery for retail shops across Adelaide 
including Urban Cow Studio and the Art Gallery of 
SA. Having the studio space at HAGAS is great 
and I’m really enjoying running a day and night 
wheel throwing class. Hand building next term! 
Book now!  
 

Most of you know that I have 4 children - the eldest 
started high school this year and the youngest is 
still at home so life is always an adventure! If you 
want to know more, my website is: 
sunshinegbmarch.weebly.com or follow me on 
Facebook – Sunshine g.b. March.  

Cheers, Sunshine. 


